Abstract. The article analyses the system of Lithuanian protected territories as well as their types form environment conservation point of view. The system of protected territories of LR includes the following types of areas: 6 state reserves, 1 biosphere reserve, 396 strict reserves, 5 national parks, 30 regional parks, 29 biosphere polygons and 3 recuperation plots. The system of protected territories, the order of establishment, management and the legal basics of protection of protected territories is determined by the law of protected areas of LR that was approved in 1993. The purpose of reserves is to preserve unique landscape complexes, their biota gene pool, to organize scientific research and observation, to promote natural and cultural values. The aims of the establishment of Lithuanian national and regional parks are not only to preserve naturally and culturally valuable landscape but also to support ethno cultural traditions of Lithuanian regions and to provide conditions for recreation. The purpose of strict reserves is to preserve the complexes of natural and cultural heritage or separate landscape elements, plant and animal species, to secure landscape diversity and ecological balance. Live and inanimate natural monuments are preserved naturally for scientific, cultural, educational and aesthetic needs. The purpose of biosphere polygons is to preserve bird species by assuring favorable conditions, to perform the monitoring of protected species, scientific research, etc. The aim of the recuperation plots is to restore natural resources. The system of Lithuanian legal acts allows applying such limitations that are necessary to preserve existing values in every protected territory.
I INTRODUCTION
Due to the development of industry, transport, agriculture and other economic activities as well as the impact of urbanization country landscape is also undergoing significant changes; therefore, different protected territories have been established.
Environmental conservation traditions in Lithuania are very old. Sacred forests situated near the river Nevėžis were mentioned in Salyno pact in 1398. Since 1420 cuttings of old oaks were prohibited in Lithuania. The Wallach reform of 1557 identified the order of forest fellings, hunting, mushroom and berry picking. During the Soviet period (in 1959) the environment protection law of Lithuania SSR was passed. After the restoration of independence the law of protected territories of the Lithuanian Republic was passed in 1993 [2] .
Exceptional character of protected territories as the object of used and protection is shown by the peculiarities of its protection regime that are determined by the specifics of their aim and functions. [3] . The aim of protected territories is complex: the territories are established in order to preserve not only natural, but also cultural-historical landscape and its objects. They should provide conditions for the organization of recreational, scientific research, environment observation activities.
Every country creates its unique system of protected territories. In this process Lithuania has chosen an integrated approach, i.e. integrated protection of natural and cultural heritage when both animate and inanimate natural values are preserved.
Big changes in the system of protected territories take place because of the obligations of Lithuania to the European Union to establish the network of protected territories "Natura 2000"by the year 2015.
The system of protected territories is not stagnant; the network is constantly reviewed and supplemented.
Aim: To analyze the structure, types and functions of the system of Lithuanian protected territories from the environment conservation point of view.
II MATERIALS AND METHODS
Work methods: 1. Analysis of scientific references. 2. Statistic data analysis. 3. Analysis of the use and legal protection regulation of protected territories.
Work object: The types of the Lithuanian protected areas: reserves, national and regional parks, strict reserves, biosphere polygons, recuperation plots.
III RESULTS
Protected territories are dry land and (or) water areas that have approved scientific, ecological, cultural and other value and where special protection and use regime has been established [1] .
In Lithuania the system of protected territories has been started to be created in 1937 when following the initiative of T. Ivanauskas the Žuvintas reserve was established. Since 1960 quite a big number of strict reserves have been established. In 1974 the first Lithuanian national park has been founded. After the restoration of Lithuanian independence (in 1992) a lot of protected areas, especially regional parks have been established. Preservation of values is not possible without legal foundation that is why the legal base for protected territory system, its establishment, management and protection is defined by the law of protected areas of LR approved in Lithuania in 1993. The system of protected territories of LR includes the following types:
6 state reserves, 1 biosphere reserve, 396 strict reserves, 5 national parks, 30 regional parks, 29 biosphere polygons, 3 recuperation plots. Lithuanian protected territories take up about 14 % of the country territory area [5] . The distribution of the types of protected territories according to the area is the following: regional parks -44 %., biosphere polygon -23 %., strict reserves-15 %., national parks -14 %., reserves -2 % and recuperation plots -0,1 % [1] .
Reserves are protected areas established for the protection of extremely valuable natural or cultural territorial complexes as well as for scientific research, maintenance of natural flow of nature processes or the authenticity of cultural values, and the propagation of the protection of territorial complexes of natural and cultural heritage [5] .
Reserves are divided into natural (for the preservation of extremely valuable natural landscape complexes) and cultural (for the preservation of extremely valuable cultural landscape complexes).
The characteristics of reserves are presented in Table  1 . National parks are the territories protected by Lithuanian state with specific landscape, unique settlements, and cultural values [5] . Sightseeing tourism is promoted in national parks and the attempt to introduce visitors to natural and cultural values has been made. Human activity limited in these areas, it carefully combined with environmental conservation. Lithuania has five national parks: Aukštaitija, Žemaitija, Trakai historical, Dzūkija and Kuršių Nerija (fig 1.) . Characteristics of the Lithuanian national parks are presented in Table 2 . The purpose of establishing Lithuanian national and regional parks is not only to preserve naturally and culturally valuable andscape, but also to support Lithuanian regional ethno cultural traditions, to provide conditions for recreation [1] . Regional parks are protected territories that have been established to protect the landscape important from natural, cultural and recreational point of view as well as to regulate their recreational and economic use. Lithuania has 30 regional parks (one of them is historical), the area of which is 439842 ha. Regional parks were established in 1992. They are divided into four groups: sea and large water reservoirs (Kaunas reservoir), river valleys of different sizes (Dubysa, Venta, Nemunas loops, etc.), forested lakes and hills (Labanoras, Verkiai, Sartai et..) as well as plateaus and plains (Biržai, Tytuvėnai, Žagarė) [6] . Strict reserves are protected territories that have been established to protect scientifically and cognitively valuable natural and cultural places as well as their complexes and objects, for the preservation of landscape biological and genetic diversity unimposing economic activity [5] . The purpose of strict reserves is to preserve the complexes of natural and cultural heritage or separate landscape elements, species of plants and animals, to ascertain landscape diversity as well as ecological balance. In Lithuania the network of strict reserves has been started to form in 1960, and the last strict reserves were finished to be established in 1997. At the moment there are 396 strict reserves in Lithuania. Depending on protected values strict reserves can be of different kinds (table 4) . Recuperation plots are protected areas for the protection, profusion and limited use of natural resources and their complexes emasculated by human activity. Their purpose is to restore natural resources; they are given the "Natura 2000"territory status which is the network of protected territories of European importance consisting of two directives (Habitations and Birds). Rich Lithuanian biological diversity is very important for ecological EU network "Natura 2000"(Western taiga habitation in Prienai forest, etc.) [6] . Regarding the peculiarities of natural resources protected natural plots of phyto resources (trees, berries, mushrooms, herbs), zoo resources (animal biotopes) and complex resources (recuperation moors as well as underground water ponds) have been established [3] .
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Some protected territories of Lithuania are important on international level. Čepkeliai, Kamanai and Viešvilė natural reserves as well as Žuvintas bio sphere reserve and the regional park of Nemunas delta were included into Convention on Wetlands, Ramsar, and the list of the wetland of international importance in 1993. Kuršių nerija, Trakai historical national park and Vilnius castle as well as Kernavė cultural reserve are included into the list of World heritage (UNESCO). Kuršių nerija national park, regional parks of Nemunas delta and the Seaside were included into the system of the Baltic Sea Protected Areas [2] .
The system of Lithuanian legal acts allows applying such limitations that are necessary to preserve existing values in every protected territory (Table 6 ).
The activity of protected areas is coordinated by the state service of protected territories at the Ministry of Environment. 
Reserves
The change or damage to relief forms; the search and mining of minerals; construction of buildings, not related to the reserve activity; construction of roads, mains; use of chemicals or other types of environmental pollutants; change in hydrological regime; fishing and hunting; plant and animal introductions; any other activity that is considered harmful for the protected ecosystem.
Strict reserves Commercial -economical, construction, recreational and other activity that is harmful to the environment; construction of industrial objects as well as stationary recreational institutions; exploitation of minerals; giving land to gardening communities, construction of individual summerhouses; land drainage; building or deepening of riverbeds; soil destruction; forestation of glades, natural meadows and pastures; hunting of protected species of animals, introduction of new animal species; use of pesticides.
Natural objects Any activity that can damage natural values: to damage or to change relief; construction of mechanisms that are not related to the heritage exploitation or management, etc.
National and regional parks Installation of new mining mineral quarries; expansion or construction of industrial as well as waste management enterprises; building new communications; construction of big bird, game and animal farms; establishment of new enterprises; damage or changes in relief; changes in hydrological and hydrographic regime; giving land to gardening communities, construction of individual summerhouses; damage to natural and cultural monuments, etc.
Biosphere polygons Certain protection regime is introduced into protective zones. For example, in the protective zone of a sinkhole region it is forbidden to use the sinkholes for rain and water drainage, to dump rubbish and waste, to cover them with soil, to mine peat, etc.
Recuperation plots Mineral mining and exploitation, the use of land, forests and water are restricted.
III CONCLUSIONS
The investigation of scientific and legal documents as well as data revealed that different types of protected areas have been established in Lithuania. They include: 6 state reserves, 1 biosphere reserve, 396 strict reserves, 5 national parks, 30 regional parks, 29 biosphere polygons and 3 recuperation plots. The protected territories occupy about 14 % of the total country territory area. While analyzing the types of protected areas their environmental characteristics that represent unique landscaping and biological diversity values that are clearly different from those of unprotected territories were presented. The investigation revealed that the sufficient number of territories has been established. The size of the territories is also adequate which is ensures their preservation. The territories are located evenly what allows for their expansion for visiting. After the identification of the forbidden activities of protected areas protection regime it is possible to say that some problems may be encountered when ensuring the identified protection and use regime. The problems include the undergoing land reform, the regulation of private interests' conflict as well as the lack of legal acts. The protected territories are gradually becoming the part of environmental conservation.
